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MESSAGE FROM THE BOA RD PRESIDENT ñPETER SARGENT  

This year would have marked several significant milestones in 
my life.   My son Andrew would have celebrated his 18th 

birthday, gone to senior prom, 
graduated high school and 

headed off to college.  
 

Little did I know, back in 1995, 
that I would understand and 
experience the pain and grief 
of losing a child to Sudden 
Infant Death Syndrome 
(SIDS).  Nor did I understand 
how helpful an organization 
dedicated to serve those 
families impacted by SIDS 
could be in helping us work 

through that pain and grief.  It is how I ultimately got involved 
with the SIDS Network of Kansas eventually assuming the role 
of president of the board of directors in July 2013. 
 

This year also marked a series of significant milestones in the on
-going operations of the SIDS Network of Kansas.  In January 
2013, the board undertook a comprehensive review of the 
Networkôs strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and risks.  Upon 
completing the assessment the board of directors made the 
decision, in recognition of the changing and expanding 
environment in which we operate, to expand the Networkôs 
services and rebrand itself as the Kansas Infant Death and SIDS 
Network (KIDS Network).   The Networkôs board and staff 
successfully executed the transition plan while seamlessly 
providing the services and programs at the core of its mission.  
 

The Networkôs mission, in support of its expanded services, was 
revised to read: ñThe Kansas Infant Death and SIDS Network, 
Inc. (KIDS Network), serves those individuals who have been 
touched by the tragedy of infant death or SIDS and those 
individuals or organizations who strive to reduce the risk of infant 
deaths by providing supportive services, community education, 
professional training and supporting associated research.ò 
 

 

In support of its expanded mission, the Network undertook and 
continues to expand several important projects and initiatives.  In 
review: 
 

Statewide ServicesñThe Network continues to contract with 
the Kansas Department of Health and Environment to implement 
and facilitate a public information initiative to inform 
professionals, families and Kansas citizens of support services 
and SIDS risk reduction awareness. These services include 
professional training and community education to public health 
departments, outreach clinics, hospitals, child care facilities, law 
enforcement, emergency medical services and fire departments. 
The Network provided services to 94 of the 105 Kansas counties 
in fiscal year 2013. In addition to direct services, the Network 
works collaboratively with local and national public and private 
organizations to collectively improve birth outcomes. 
 

Bereavement SupportñThe Network provided grief support to 
100 percent of the referrals it received between July 1, 2012, 
and June 30, 2013. Medical examiners/coroners, funeral 
directors, hospitals, community health departments and 
individual citizens continue to make referrals to the KIDS 
Network. The Network utilizes its executive director, 
bereavement specialist, staff and board members to make direct 
professional contact with their colleagues, as well as create 
community awareness about Network services.   The Networkôs 
website, newsletter, activities, community presentations, special 
events, memorials and public service announcements have 
provided additional vehicles for bereaved families to make 
contact with the Network.  These 
resources allow not only newly 
bereaved families but also 
bereaved families whose baby 
may have died decades ago to 
seek support from the Network.   
 

Haleyõs SIDS ScrambleñHaleyôs 
13th Annual SIDS Scramble was 
held August 27, 2012, at 
Crestview Country Club in 
Wichita, Kan. The Network is 
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grateful for the hours of preparation dedicated by the volunteer 
scramble committee, the golfers, sponsors and various 
volunteers who help make the Scramble a success each year.   
 

Candlelight MemorialñThe KIDS 13th Annual Memorial Candle 
Lighting was held on Sunday, December 9, 2012, in Wichita, 
Kan.  The 2012 candle lighting was funded through a generous 
grant from the CJ Foundation for SIDS. Approximately 200 
people attended this yearôs candle lighting.  Families from 
Kansas and surrounding states attended.  Feedback from 

families, friends and others in 
attendance was overwhelmingly 
positive.  Families state it is a 
positive way to cope during the 
holiday season and offers them 
hope. 
 

Cribs for KidsÊñThe Kansas 
Cribs for KidsÊ program 
provides cribs for Kansas 

infants in need.  To date, over 3,000 cribs have been distributed 
by Healthy Start Home Visitors, Via Christi St. Joseph Medical 
Center, Hunter Health Clinic, Center for Health and Wellness 
and Community Baby Showers for Safe Sleep. All health-care 
individuals who distribute the cribs are trained by KIDS Network 
staff.  Upon follow up, approximately 50 percent of parents report 
that their infants would have slept either in bed with them or in 
another unsafe sleep environment had they not received a crib 
through the Cribs for KidsÊ program.  
 

Community Baby Showers for Safe SleepñThe Network 
partners with the Wichita Black Nurses Association, the March of 
Dimes and Healthy People 2020 to educate pregnant women 

and their support 
people on safe 
s l e e p .   A l l 
participants, upon 
completion of the 
e v e n t ,  w e r e 
provided with a crib 
and a wearable 
blanket.   The 
Network provided a 
s a f e  s l e e p 
community baby 
shower presentation 
wi th  techn ica l 

assistance at the Governorôs Conference on Public Health to 
support statewide baby shower implementation. 
 

Physicianõs Safe Sleep ToolkitðThe Medical Society of 
Sedgwick County (MSSC) Physician Safe Sleep Taskforce and 
the KIDS Network compiled a toolkit of local and national safe 
sleep resources for obstetrical and pediatric health-care 
providers in Sedgwick County to increase safe sleep practices.  
 

The intention of the Safe Sleep Toolkit is to provide clinics with a 
variety of safe sleep resources for each clinic to choose those 

most appropriate for their infrastructure. The purpose of this 
quality improvement project is to identify best strategies for 
implementation of the Safe Sleep Toolkit. The project is being 
piloted with safe sleep materials provided to KU Pediatric, 
Wesley Women's Health Clinic and Via Christi clinics through 
generous grants from ONEOK, Amerigroup and the March of 
Dimes.  
 

Main components of the toolkit are:  
1. A four-item safe sleep patient questionnaire regarding key 
items from the American Academy of Pediatricsô Safe Sleep 
recommendations, 

2. A script addressing parental concerns regarding safe sleep 
distributed by the National Institute of Child Health and 
Human Development, 

3. Safe Sleep DVD 
4. Childcare checklist 
5. Links to national resources and local resources. 
 

Data from the various safe sleep projects have been collected 
and published as follows: 
1. Mason B, Ahlers-Schmidt CR, Schunn C. Improving safe 

sleep environments for well newborns in the hospital setting. 
Clin Pediatr (Phila). 2013 Oct;52(10):969-75. doi: 
10.1177/0009922813495954. Epub 2013 Jul 19. PubMed 
PMID: 23872346. 

2. Ahlers-Schmidt CR, Schunn C, Dempsy M, Blackmon S. 
Evaluation of Community Baby Showers to Promote Safe 
Sleep. Kansas Journal of Medicine. 2014; 7(1):1-5. 

3. Ahlers-Schmidt CR, Redmond ML, Struemph G, 
Hunninghake J, Nimeskern J. The Role of Cosmetologists 
as Health Promoters in the Prevention of Infant Mortality. J 
Community Health. 2013 Aug 24. [Epub ahead of print] 
PubMed PMID: 23979670.  

4. Ahlers-Schmidt CR, Kuhlmann S, Kuhlmann Z, Schunn C, 
Rosell J. To improve safe sleep, more emphasis should be 
placed on removing inappropriate items from cribs. Clinical 
Pediatrics.2014. [Epub ahead of print] Available at http://
c p j . s a g e p u b . c o m / c o n t e n t /
early/2014/01/10/0009922813518964.  

 

Fetal Infant Mortality Review (FIMR)ñThe infant mortality rate 
(IMR) is an indicator of the health of a community.  As the 
Kansas Blue Ribbon Panel on Infant Mortality reviewed state 
infant mortality data, it was apparent that more specific 
information was needed.  In response, in 2010 the Sedgwick 
County Health Department rolled out the first Fetal Infant 
Mortality Review (FIMR) project in the state of Kansas.  Based 
on the national FIMR model developed by the American College 
of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG) and the MCH 
Bureau from HRSA, FIMR is an action-oriented, community-
driven process.  This process is used to determine how medical, 
social and environmental factors contribute to an infant death 
and serves as the foundation for developing community-level 
responses to address recurring issues.   
 

Sedgwick County FIMR, Project Imprint, is a cross section of 65 
invested stakeholders representing public and private health 

Board member Brenda Davis and volunteer Sheila 
Blackmon from the Wichita Black Nurses Association 
demonstrate safe sleep at a Community Baby Shower for 
Safe Sleep. 

Safe sleep demonstrated with a Cribs for 
KIDSÊ portable crib. 

http://cpj.sagepub.com/content/early/2014/01/10/0009922813518964
http://cpj.sagepub.com/content/early/2014/01/10/0009922813518964
http://cpj.sagepub.com/content/early/2014/01/10/0009922813518964
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organizations.  In its first year, Case Review and Community 
Action Teams were formed ï the first to gather data and make 
recommendations and the second to implement intervention 
strategies to identify needs.  The success of this pilot FIMR project 
prompted the Kansas Health Foundation to contribute $900,000 to 
replicate the FIMR model in three Kansas counties.  The counties 
under consideration are also supported by the March of Dimes for 
community collaborative development.  FIMR is an evidence-
based model that will change the Kansas infant mortality 
landscape and along with other 
maternal child health efforts 
across Kansas build healthier 
communities. The KIDS Network 
has worked collaboratively with 
the Sedgwick County Health 
Department, the Medical Society 
of Sedgwick County, Kansas 
Action for Children and various 
health-care providers within the 
state to implement and secure 
the FIMR process. 
 

Step Up for KIDSñThe Network 
hosted the 10th annual ñStep Up 
for KIDSò signature event on May 
4, 2013, at Cessna Stadium on 
the Wichita State University 
Campus.  Event volunteers 
worked collaboratively with local 
businesses to sponsor the event.  
Cargill Meat Solutions, Cessna 
Aircraft, Genesis Health Clubs, 

First Gear, The Print Source and countless other local companies 
continue to sponsor the event. Approximately 500 families and 100
-plus volunteers took part in the event.  
 

In closing, I would like to recognize, acknowledge and thank 
several very important individuals for their contributions to the 
Network.  First and foremost I would like to recognize and thank 
the Networkôs founders, Ted and Susan Bredehoft. In memory of 
their granddaughter Haley, Ted and Susan worked tirelessly in 
forming and nurturing the Network into the successful organization 
it is today.   Far too many families would have suffered through the 
pain of an infantôs death alone were it not for their efforts.  I would 
also like to acknowledge and offer my sincere thanks to past 
president Emma 
Richmond.  Emmaôs 
leadership was 
instrumental in the 
Networkôs successful 
transition as it 
expands its services 
across the state.  
Finally, I would like to 
thank our Executive 
Director, Christy 
Schunn, other staff 
members and the Board of Directors for their commitment and 
dedication to the Network and its mission.  Simply put, without 
them the Network would falter. 
 
Peter Sargent 
President and Andrewôs Dad 
KIDS Network, Inc. 2013 Step Up for KIDS 

Balloon Release 

2013 Step Up for KIDS 
Balloon Release 

How to contact the KIDS Network, Inc. 
 
Office: 1148 S. Hillside, Suite 10 
  Wichita, KS 67211 
Phone:  316-682-1301 (Wichita area) 
Toll free: 866-399-7437  
Fax:  316-682-1274 
Website: kidsks.org 
Email: General email: info@kidsks.org 
  Executive Director: Christy Schunn, LSCSW 
        edirector@kidsks.org 
  Bereavement Specialist: Libby Baumgartner, MS 
   support@kidsks.org   
  Administrative Assistant: Kerry Sargent 
   admin@kidsks.org   

Peter, Ryan and Kerry Sargent 
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Ted Bredehoft 
     (SIDS grandparent) 
Patty Calderon-Cordoba 
     Farmerôs Insurance (SIDS parent) 
Cyndi Chapman 
     Manager Pediatric Intensive Care,  
     Wesley Medical Center 
Todd Connell, J.D., CPA 
     President of Heritage Group 
Brenda Davis, RN, MS, CRRN 
     Director Medical Surgical Nursing/Critical Care,  
     Norman Regional  
Maurice Duggins, M.D. 
     Clinical Associate Professor, Dept. of Family and 
Community Medicine, KU School of Medicine 
Karen Foley 
     Community-At-Large 
Linda Hall 
     General Manager, Physicians & Surgeons 
Exchange 
Shalae Harris, RN, BSN, MPA 
     Health Initiative, LLC  
Cindy Henderson 
     Community-At-Large SIDS grandparent) 
Andrea Maurer 
     Captain, Sedgwick Co. Emergency Medical 
Services 
Tracey McNeely 
     Community-At-Large (SIDS parent) 
Melody McCray-Miller 
     Business owner 

Todd Ojile 
     Lieutenant, WPDðHomicide Section 
Sonia Phillips 
     Treasurer, Allen, Gibbs and Houlik, LC 
Emma Richmond 
     Past President, O & G Exec., Berexco  
     (SIDS parent) 
Emalyn Rogers 
     Community-At-Large 
Peter Sargent 
     President, Boeing (SIDS parent) 
Cari Schmidt, PhD 
     Assoc. Research Prof. & Dir. Of Pediatric 
Research, KU School of Medicine-Wichita 
Jessica Schmidt 
     Community-At-Large (SIDS parent) 
Angela Scott 
     Teacher, Holy Savior Catholic Academy 
J. Kolbe Sheridan 
     Wesley Medical Center 
Dianna Smith, RN, BSN 
     Child Care Licensing, City of Wichita 
Environmental Health 
Bob Sterbens 
     General Manager, Downing-Lahey 
Fannette Thornhill-Scott, M.D. 
     Community-At-Large 
John Tracy 
     Reno County Medical Investigator 
Captain Jeremy Train 
     Compliance/Training Chief, PK Safety 

REGIONAL DIRECTORS 
Diana Conway 
     Central KS Peer Support (SIDS parent) 
Connie Entz 
     Northwest KS Peer Support  
     (SIDS grandparent) 
Mary McClasky 
     Southeast KS Peer Support (SIDS parent)  
Dori Smalley 
     Southeast KS Peer Support (SIDS parent) 
Shawn Vrana 
     Northwest KS Peer Support (SIDS parent) 
 
ADVISORS/CONSULTANTS 
Brian Schoenthaler 
     The Associated Advertising Agency 
Lance Slaymaker, D.O. 
     Pediatrician, SIDS Medical Advisor,  
     (SIDS parent) 
 
STAFF 
Libby Baumgartner, MS 
Bereavement Specialist, Art Therapist 
Kerry Sargent 
Administrative Assistant 
Christy Schunn, LSCSW 
Executive Director  
Lindsay Smith, LMSW 
Development 

FY2013 BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

Thank you to all our volunteers & board members over the past year. We could not have existed without the time, effort and tireless support of our 
volunteers. Thank you for your hard work. You make a difference. 

Kameelah Alexander 

Callan Baldwin 

Jenna Baldwin 

Trudy Baker 

Joy Barnes 

Nelsonna Barnes 

Beverly Baumgartner 

Gwen Bell 

Sheila Blackmon 

Cheryl Bolton 

Mary Breckenridge 

Drew Brenner 

Kyrah Brown 

NaKeya Bruner 

Peggy Burns 

Best Buy 

Patty Calderon- 
   Cordoba 

Daniela Calderon- 
   Cordoba 
Sammy Calderon       
   Cordoba 
Ashanti Carr 

Judy Chavira 

Kathia Chavira 

Brian Childers 

Amber Conde 

Theola Cooper 

Brenda Davis 

Gabby Decker 

Ryan DeHart 

Billy Dempsey 

BJ Dempsey 

Chase Dempsey 

Devin Dempsey 

Midge Dempsey 

Rhian Denning 

Mana Diaz 

Cade Dotson 

Ivy Edison 

Chad Eikleberry 

Gordon and Christy Fell 

Karen Foley 

Teri Francisco 

Ramona Getz 

Sofia Gilkeson 

Socoro Gonzales 

Carolyn Goodman 

Kelly Goodman 

Carolyn Goodwin 

Hortense Grant 

Jeanetta Green 

Darlynn Hagen 

Linda Hall 

Tamia Hartison 

Cindy Henderson 

Morgan Henderson 

Jazmin Hernandez 

Kenosha Hobson 

Tempie Hudsey 

Emily Huhmann 

Susan Jamison 

Elias Kehr 

Danny King 

Natalie King 

Pamaline King-Burns 

Edith Knox 

Stacey Kraus 

Danny Krug 

Stephanie Kuhlmann 

Christy Loewen 

Maricela Lopez 

Sandra Lyons 

Cheryl Mayes 

Lulu McCray 

Emile McGill 

Norm McNeely 

Mary Medina 

Benjamin Meyer 

Stephany Meyer 

Edel Miller 

Keria Mock 

Mason Mock 

Sawyer Mock 

Carrie Moore 

Micah Neufeld Epp 

Naomi Neufeld Epp 

Michelle Nguyen 

Joy Nimeskern 

Aspen Olson 

Mia Olson 

Shannon Olson 

Diana Oltean 

Bobbi Patterson 

Betty Pardo 

Frankie Perkins 

Mike Phillips 

Sonia Phillips 

Quotia Pitts 

Annay Portillo 

Angela Portillo 

Eddie Portz 

Marc Portz 

Adrianne Price 

Jodie Reed 

Cole Richardson 

Trisha Richmeier 

Pamela Roberts 

Christina Rodriguez 

Racquel Rodriguez 

Chris Rodriquez 

Jose Rodriquez 

Emalyn Rogers 

Mimi Rush 

Ryan Sargent 

Kerry Sargent 

Peter Sargent 

Julie Schillings 

Cari Schmidt 

Gordon Schmidt 

Jan Schmidt 

Jessica Schmidt 

Norma Schmidt 

Kurt Schmidt 

Angela Scott 

Kevin Sebes 

Kate Sebes 

Kolbe Sheridan 

Dustin Siler 

BJ Sims 

Nolanna Simon 

Kirsten Smith 

Tatiana Smith 

Soraida Staab 

Meghan Stimpson 

Keven Stout 

Cheyanne Suter 

Fannette Thornhill-Scott 

Katherine Tisdell 

Gladys Venzor 

Lizeth Villalobos 

Rosio Villanueva 

Victoria Villanueva 

Annie Wade 

Michelle Wallace 

Karen Weir 

Laurie Welch 

Shelby Welch 

Andy Wells 

Betty Wesley 

Karl Wiedmeier 

Michael and Kat Wilder 

Jennifer Wright 

Teresa Ybarra 

Sandra Yoder 

Alpha Kappa Alpha    
   Sorority  

Delta Sigma Theta  

   Sorority 
Wichita Black Nurses   
   Association 
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority 
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6 Guys Yogurt, LLC 

David Ackerman 

Slade Adams 

Adoption Centre of KS 

D.A. Alderson 

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. 

American Legion Riders    
   Chapter 400 

Amerigroup Foundation 

Andes Rental Properties  

Betty Anthony 

Amber Ashley 

Aya Services 

Dodie Bacani 

C.F. Baker, Jr. 

Garry & Ruth Battey 

Steve & Rhonda Bauer 

Charles & Janis Becker 

Jerrie Berry 

Randy & Stacy Blankenship 

BlueCross BlueShield of KS 

Larry & Paula Boese 

Stan Bogdan 

Gary Bogue 

Jon Bohannon 

Gregory & Chandi Bongers 

Kandace Bonnesen 

Frances Broadwell 

Jillian & Joel Brotherton 

Pete Brown 

Dale Brown 

R D Brown 

Robin D Brown 

Karen Bruner 

David & Shelley Bryan 

BJ & Kelli Buehler 

Susan Bullinger 

Kelci & Kevin Burkey 

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Buzzard 

Nona Callaway 

Kim Canfield 

Beau Canova 

Cathy Carrier 

E.W. Carstedt 

Darren Cary 

Greg Cary 

CCPC 

Chapada, LLC 

Michael & Suzanne Chapek 

Childcare Links 

Brian Childers 

Children's Miracle Network 

Community Church Shawnee  
    Mission, Inc. 
Community Health Charities  

Sherrill & Norma Compton 

Judy Conley 

Connie's Cookies 

Jeff Connolly 

Donald & Christa Conrad 

Troy & Janice Coon 

Mauricio Cordoba & Patty  
   Calderon-Cordoba 
Manny Cowzinski 

David Cox 

CrossRoads Church 

Cummings & Cummings, 
LLC 

Shelby Cummings 

Myron & Diane Daldrup 

Charley & Rachel Davidson 

Donna Davis 

Sylvia Davis 

Davis Moore Automotive 

Shawn & Cathy Devlin 

Richard Dinwiddle 

Stan Diskin 

DocuForce 

Don Hattan Chevrolet 

Downing & Lahey 

Marci Drees 

Dortha Duerson 

Maurice Duggins 

Tracey Eagon 

Dan Edwards 

Colby Ericson 

Fabrizius Excavating, LLC 

Bruce & Annette Fahsholtz 

George & Brenda Farha 

Karen Foley 

Angela Foster 

Tim Franta 

Lynn  Frazier 

Daisy M. Friesen 

George Frisbie 

George Furney 

Brian Gerhing 

GGNSC Administrative   
   Services, LLC 
Larry  Gimple 

Bev Gipson 

Danny Goines 

John Goldsmith 

Lorraine Gonzalez 

Grant Goodvin 

Christy Gribble 

Edwin & Amanda Groh 

April Grunder 

Darlynn Hagen 

Walt Hagerty 

Finley Halsig 

Mel, Beverly, Lisa Hambelton 

John & Muriel Hansen 

LeDon & Priscilla  Harlow 

Pamela Harmon 

Virgil  Harmon 

Wilma Hart 

David Hawley 

Gary & Jean Hawley 

Hayford East, LLC 

Michael Heins 

Dennis & Doris Helton 

Cindy Henderson 

Martin & Cynthia Henderson 

Michael Henderson 

Randal Hernandez 

Ty Herrington 

Joe & Shelly Hibbert 

Carol Hicks 

Mark Hobart 

Gordon and Jeanne Houser 

Houston Custard, LLC 

Beverly Hunter 

Inter. Brotherhood Elec.  
   Workers #271 
IQ Solutions 

Glenn & Billie Jackson 

Wendy Jacobs 

Kathryn Janzen 

Jason's Deli 

Jim & Margie Braden Charitable    
    Foundation 
John Snow, Inc. 

2012 SIDS Scramble 

Six Steps to Safety Packet 

CONTRIBUTIONS  

2013 Step Up for KIDS 5K 

Community Baby Shower for Safe Sleep 

 

Community Baby Shower for Safe Sleep 


