
 
 
 

Cribs     
Why Cribs? 
According to the Kansas Child Death Review Board 2011 report, in 2009 thirty-four infants died from 
Sudden Infant Death Syndrome, or SIDS. Of these infants, 68% were in unsafe sleep environments, such 
as a bed or couch. Aside from SIDS, twelve infants died in 2009 due to suffocation. The Kansas Child 
Death Review Board states these infant deaths from suffocation were often the results of improper sleeping  
Providing portable cribs to new or expectant parents equips them with the necessary tool to provide a safe 
sleep environment for their infant wherever they are. Additionally, providing cribs will encourage parents 
and caregivers to follow important safe sleep guidelines including the ABCs of Safe Sleep which is placing 
infants to sleep Alone, on their Back, and in a Crib as well as the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) 
guideline of infants sleeping in a separate, but proximate sleep environment.   
 
About Cribs for Kids® 
The mission of Cribs for Kids® is to reduce infant deaths by providing an appropriate and safe sleep 
environment through education and safe cribs at no charge. The purpose of the Kansas Cribs for Kids® 
Project is to provide portable cribs to new or expectant parents who cannot otherwise afford a safe place 
for their babies to sleep. Prior to receiving a crib, parents will receive information on general infant safety as 
well as specific education on safe sleep and reducing the risk of Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS). 
 
We have partnered with the Cribs for Kids® Organization and encourage crib orders to be made through 
this organization for a variety of beneficial reasons. The Pack ‘n Play®  cribs provided through Cribs for 
Kids® are manufactured by Graco Children’s Products, and are the same quality as those found in retail 
stores. The cribs are safety-approved and are manufactured to support the weight of an infant up to 1 year 
of age. The Cribs for Kids® Pack ‘n Play® units are unique in that they contain an exclusive SKU # which 
means that the cribs cannot be returned to a retail outlet for store credit. This assures that the crib will be 
used for its intended purpose. Additionally, we encourage utilizing Cribs for Kids® because of the liability 
protection that is provided through the hold harmless agreement which is signed by every crib recipient. 
This agreement states that an individual or organization is not liable for any injuries or damages involving 
the placement and/or use of the portable cribs provided within the Cribs for Kids® program.  
 
How to obtain cribs for a Community Baby Shower for Safe Sleep 
Four ways to obtain cribs for a Community Baby Shower for Safe Sleep: 

1) The SIDS Network of Kansas provides cribs at the annual spring 
Governor’s  
Conference for Public Health.  Please note, these cribs are not 
guaranteed and the availability and quantity depend on grant funds 
received by the SIDS Network. 

2) Submit grants and obtain funds to order cribs.  Crib orders can be 
made through the SIDS Network of Kansas. For pricing and order information please contact the 
SIDS Network. 

3) Become a Cribs for Kids partner. For more information on becoming a partner visit 
http://cribsforkids.org/partners/ 

4) Cribs may be purchased through a local retailer. However, we recommend the crib be safety-
approved and manufactured to support the weight for an infant up to 1 year of age.  
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